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Mississippi Urban Forest Council 
www.msurbanforest.com

Mission Statement:
Foster and promote proper management of urban forests for social, economic, and environmental benefits to people through innovation, leadership, 
communication and educational services.  
Summary of Impact: 
1259 individuals have become certified Urban Forest Masters, accumulated over $1,250,000.00 in volunteer match hours. MUFC impacted 392 communities and over 195 organizations with model plantings, training, outreach and events.  We currently have 39 cities in the Tree City USA certifications and 16 Edible Forests of Mississippi Nine(9) communities were provided community wide green infrastructure plans and training.   
Urban and Community Forestry Training and Certification

Individuals take 24 hours of training and return 24 hours of community service locally to become an Urban Forest Master.  Continued education and community service opportunities are provided. Planted 472,000 trees and trained 759 citizens under this program. Partners:  Mississippi Forestry Commission, USDA Forest Service and the Southern Group of State Foresters.
Tree City USA Awards and Training

Awarded 31 cities the Tree city USA designation and presented numerous Arbor Day events and training workshops on becoming a Tree City. Provided training to over 45 cities, provided 15 presentations on Tree City and Tree City literature to over 100 cities. Partners:  Mississippi Forestry Commission, USDA Forest Service and the Southern Group of State Foresters.
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Scenic Communities of Mississippi is a two part resource listing program. Part one of the program includes a resource guide for ‘GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE’ and  community development programs relative to natural resource management, part two is a recognition program for those communities implementing the most number of these programs on a local level.  The resource guide has listings of services, programs, web sites and grants that are available statewide.  The project mission is to provide this valuable information to each and every city in the state to help them practice conservation, green infrastructure and other important measures in sound management of natural resources.  These actions can save communities millions of dollars, improve quality of life, protect community character and enhance economic development. 


Scenic Communities of Mississippi has been funded by the MS Department of Environmental Quality with partners including Keep MS Beautiful, MS Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, MS Forestry Commission, Natural Resource Conservation Services, and various private firms.   
Arbor Day Poster and Photo Contest

Each year the national Arbor Day Poster Contest is sponsored by MUFC.  We recognize teachers and students with winning posters by providing prize packages of $300, $100 and $50.  Prize packages are used for educational purposes only. Over 3,000 urban forestry poster curriculum kits from the NADF are mailed to every 5th grade teacher in the state. Partners:  Mississippi Forestry Commission, USDA Forest Service and the Southern Group of State Foresters. 
Urban Forest Certification Program
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Cities, developments or revitalization projects and others sites can obtain a local urban forest certification award by meeting six criteria for qualification. This certification can assist the group in promoting the development, community or site. Signage and publicity are included in each certification. 
Annual Urban Forest and Arboriculture Conference

Each year an educational conference is held to provide the latest information, training and services available in urban and community forestry.  Partners:  Mississippi Forestry Commission, USDA Forest Service and the Southern Group of State Foresters. 2015 conference held in Gulfport with 96 attendees. 
Storm Preparedness and Mitigation
 MUFC  completed this project with Oxford, Ocean Springs and Brookhaven and continue to use the best management manual to provide education to other communities statewide. 
Mississippi Edible Forests
MUFC currently has established 16 Edible Forests in Mississippi.  These are traditional fruit orchards demonstrating fruits suitable for local production and to compliment local community garden efforts. 
Jackson County Energy Conservation
This project continues to demonstrate how to use trees to reduce energy costs both heating and cooling.  Educational tools were developed to assist and educate other business and homeowners. 
Green Communities E-News

MUFC sends our 6 electric newsletters per year to a data base of over 3500 contacts including all elected officials. The information in the newsletter includes grants, resources, educational events and tree availability.  

Celebration of Trees Awards Program and Event

Each year MUFC recognizes individual, elected official, civic groups and others doing great work in community forestry.  We have held these awards since 1979.  Many communities participate in these events. 

Community Tree Farms

Each year we work with four communities to help them establish a way to replenish or enhance the local tree canopy.

Metro Jackson Urban Forestry

This the second year of working with all the cities in the Metro Jackson area to develop a long term goals and a plan for urban forestry and to set priorities and activities related to these goals.   

MS Gulf Coast Environmental Harmony

Urban Forestry Technology Transfer 
Mississippi Tree Registry 

Beauvoir Live Oak Restoration
Partners and Sponsors: 

Mississippi Forestry Commission
U.S.D.A. Forest Service

International Paper


Southern Group of State Foresters
Weyerhaeuser



MS Power Company 

USEPA/ MDEQ/CIAP


Yazoo-Delta Levee Board

Entergy



MS Department of Agriculture
NOAA




MS Department of Marine Resources

US Department of Energy

Jackson County Supervisor

Donna Yowell, Executive Director ( 164 Trace Cove Drive ( Madison, MS   39110 ( 601-856-1660 ( dyowell@aol.com
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