The Jesse Gates
EDIBLE FOREST

The Jessie ible Forest at Welf" Church is
s Jackson,
this project apart
ore. The site has nine raised beds
for vegetables but the design includes twenty-four
fruit trees, sixteen berry bushes and three
grapevines.  The gardens are kept organic as
much as possible, specifically avoiding any
chemical fertilizers and pesticides. Construction
of the garden utilized recycled material including
concrete to outline the beds from an old
driveway, dirt that was leftover from edging and
gutter cleaning, and composted limbs and twigs,
plus layers of newspaper to control weeds.
Organic compost was also purchased from a
local garden center to supplement the gardens.
The Wells Church food pantry is the outlet for the
garden produce and the church members as well
as the food pantry recipients are involved in
maintaining the garden. A partnership was also
created with Operation Shoestring, a nearby
nonprofit organization, to bring children to the
garden to plant and harvest. The children dined
on the harvest of the garden and the harvested
produced was then distributed among the food
pantry recipients. To ensure the success of this
project, the community, church and food pantry
recipients were surveyed and inferest in the
project gauged. These are vital steps in insuring
the success of this pr

The Jesse Gates Edifle Forest is located next to Wells
ethodist Churghfat 2019 Bailey Avenue, Jackson,
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) Resources:

di)z?Fo ests of Mississippi is a statewide
. program of the Mississippi Urban Forest
Council. Visit our web site to learn more. Funds
for this project were provided in part through
the Mississippi Department of Agriculture and
Commerce USDA Specialty Crop Grant

Program.

Mississippi State University Extension
~Service: www.msucares.com

National Gardening Association:
~http://assoc.garden.org

Food skills For Self Sufficiency:
- www.food-skills-for-self-sufficiency.com

American Community Gardening
: Association:
‘www.communitygarden.org

M|$5|5$|pp| Department of Agriculture
/| and Commerce:
www. mdac.state.ms.us

) Alﬁerica The Beautiful Fund:
/ http://america-the-beautiful.org/

~ Donna’V. Yowell, Executive Director
Mississippi Urban Forest Council
164 Trace Cove Drive

Madison, Mississippi 39110
Cell: 601-672-0755

Fax: 601-856-1660
ail: dyowell@aol.com

www.msurbanforest.com
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